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Challenge

The wildlife reserves in the Kruger area of South Africa are home to 

some of the world’s most incredible animals. Yet the majority of the 

young people living next to the Kruger National Park have never 

visited the park or seen the wildlife that’s right on their doorstep. 

The lingering impact of apartheid, expensive entry fees and the 

lack of transport means that the national park is not seen as an 

aspirational destination.

With the endangered status of these iconic animals, it is crucial to 

break down the barriers between young people and their natural 

heritage and help them to understand the importance of wildlife 

conservation and the value of wildlife tourism.

Under SDGs 11, Sustainable Cities and Communities, and 15, Life on 

Land, there is a clear need for action to help end poaching and to 

increase the capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable 

livelihood opportunities. These were used to provide a framework to 

this Canon YPP initiative. 
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Project Summary

The goal of the Wild Shots Outreach (WSO) & Canon YPP project 
is to support young South Africans from disadvantaged 
communities in accessing their wildlife heritage and developing 
employment skills in wildlife conservation & tourism through 
photography.

Working with Canon ambassadors, Mike Kendrick trains students 
and unemployed young people in wildlife photography. 

He takes them on game drives to see the iconic animals and 
what wildlife conservation means in real life.

The Canon South Africa collaboration has helped WSO to 
strengthen and extend its schools programme and deliver more 
advanced courses and workshops, as well as community 
exhibitions which attracted around 600 visitors.

The programme is continuing into 2020 with the aim of 
educating and inspiring even more young people of the 
importance of wildlife in the Kruger area.

“I WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. I HOPE THIS 

PICTURE WILL MAKE A LOT OF PEOPLE SEE WHAT 

WE HAVE TO DO TO SAVE OUR RHINOS AND IT 

WILL BRING HOPE WITH THE PICTURE THAT PEOPLE 

WILL SUPPORT ANTI-POACHING.”

Kgaugelo Neville Ngomane, programme participant & CIWEM 
Young Environmental Photographer of the Year 2019

“Desperate Measures” - The poaching threats posed to rhinos call for drastic measures 

such as dehorning. Photography: Kgaugelo Neville Ngomane ©Wild Shots Outreach



“I enjoyed seeing the diversity in the local 

game reserves although some animals are in 

danger…Before I was not educated about the 

dangers humans can cause to our animals. I 

now know a lot about conservation and would 

love to learn more.”

Akani Mathebula, programme participant

Results

With Canon’s support, Wild Shots Outreach was able to scale up 
the programme, reaching over 600 young people and working with 
them on a longer-term basis to help with their education.

There have been some incredible outcomes for the participants:

• Kgaugelo Neville Ngomane, a participant in the programme won 
the CIWEMs International Young Environmental Photographer of 
the Year Award for his dramatic work entitled “Desperate 
Measures” depicting conservation efforts in a local reserve

• Several participants completed professional photo assignments, 
which have translated into internships and placements

• One student now runs his own photography studio, while
three are now employed in the WSO media team working 
with Conservation South Africa

• More than a thousand attendees have visited the programme’s 
community exhibitions, helping to share the participants 
messages more widely to inspire action

• Exhibitions at Wild Shots International Wildlife Photography 
Conference Cape Town 2018 and 2019 where students' images 
were seen by over 500 pro and amateur wildlife photographers.

https://www.canon-europe.com/view/taking-a-shot-for-krugers-future/


Canon EMEA’s Young People Programme helps 
the young generation to tackle a range of 
sustainability challenges through the power of 
visual storytelling.

Supporting the UN SDGs 2030 agenda, YPP works with charities 
across EMEA regions to provide education, skills and 
equipment to participants who use their work to spark positive 
and sustainable change. 

Each programme focuses on the SDGs most relevant to its 
region and participants, providing a framework to help 
maximise the positive impact of the YPP.

Visit https://www.canon-europe.com/sustainability/ for more 

information on Canon EMEA’s sustainability activities.

https://www.canon-europe.com/sustainability/

